Dr.  Gear  Honored  at 
Alumni  Meeting 

A  series  of  special  lectures  have  been 
scheduled  to  honor  retiring  Professor  of 
Theology,  Felix  B.  Gear.  Dr.  James  I. 
McCord,  President  of  Princeton  Semi- 
nary will  be  the  lecturer.  The  lectures, 
to  be  held  April  14  and  15,  1969,  will 
deal  with  the  role  of  reformed  theology 
in  the  twentieth  century. 

Plans  for  the  lectures  were  announced 
at  the  annual  alumni  meeting  during 
Ministers'  Week.  Also  at  the  meeting  the 
alumni  presented  Dr.  Gear  with  the  keys 
to  a  1969  Chevrolet  Impala,  their  gift 
to  him  and  Mrs.  Gear  at  the  time  of  his 
retirement. 

Over  250  alumni  and  friends  were 
present  for  the  luncheon  honoring  Dr. 
Gear. 


Enrollment  Up  This  Year 


J.  Davison  Philips,  Dr.  Gear  and  Dean  Lyon  with 
car  presented   to   Dr.   Gear   by  Alumni. 

Pastors  to  Study  at  C.T.S. 

Over  1 50  pastors  will  take  part  in 
Continuing  Education  programs  at  Co- 
lumbia during  this  academic  year.  This 
will  be  a  100%  increase  in  attendance 
over  last  year.  There  will  be  1 1  full  two- 
week  study  sessions  and  2  special  two 
day  communications  workshops. 

The  dramatic  increase  in  participation 
in  the  program  was  made  possible  by  the 
increased  support  received  from  Colum- 
bia Friendship  Circle  for  this  project. 
During  the  CFC  year  ending  in  Septem- 
ber the  women  increased  their  member- 
ship and  giving.  Total  membership  dur- 
ing the  year  was  9,753,  up  5%  and  their 
giving  totaled  $23;051,  up  7%. 

A  limited  number  of  openings  still 
exist  in  Continuing  Education  sessions 
scheduled  for  the  spring.  Persons  in- 
terested in  taking  part  in  the  program 
should  write  to  Harold  Prince,  Director 
of  Continuing  Education,  Columbia  Sem- 
inary, Decatur,  Ga.  30031. 


Columbia  began  its  141st  year  with 
an  entering  class  10%  larger  than  last 
year  and  an  overall  enrollment  increase. 
Two  visiting  professors  joined  Colum- 
bia's faculty  this  fall  and  another  re- 
turned to  the  Seminary.  68  students  be- 
gan their  studies  this  year  with  51  of 
these  entering  the  three  year  M.Div.  pro- 
gram. Total  enrollment  was  210. 

Special  activities  at  the  beginning  of 
the  new  year  included  the  faculty's  study 
and  planning  retreat,  an  orientation  pro- 
gram for  new  students  and  a  convocation 
with  Judge  Michael  Carr,  Moderator  of 
the  Synod  of  Mississippi  as  featured 
speaker. 

The  students  beginning  the  three  year 
M.Div.  program  completed  their  college 
studies  at  33  different  colleges  and  uni- 
versities. They  come  from  15  different 
states  and  2  foreign  countries.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  entering  class  come  to  Co- 
lumbia directly  from  college.  Others 
have  been  engaged  in  a  number  of  other 
businesses  and  professions  including  law, 
the  military  and  newspaper  writing. 

Dr.  R.  T.  L.  Liston,  former  president 
of  King  College  is  serving  this  year  as 
Visiting  Professor  of  New  Testament  in 
the  absence  of  Dr.  Charles  Cousar  who  is 
studying  in  Germany  on  sabbatical  leave. 

Dr.  Jack  B.  McMichael,  Visiting  Pro- 
fessor of  Christian  Education,  comes  to 
the  CTS  faculty  from  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
where  he  has  served  as  Assistant  Pastor 
and  Minister  of  Education.  He  was  form- 
erly regional  director  of  Christian   Edu- 

Seminary  Film  Available 

DEDICATION,  a  twenty  minute  color 
movie  about  Columbia  Seminary  is 
available  without  charge  for  use  in  local 
churches. 

The  film  presents  the  story  of  the 
seminary  through  the  experiences  of  four 
of  its  recent  graduates.  Through  the  film 
the  four  students  share  the  struggles  and 
triumphs  of  their  seminary  education  and 
enable  viewers  to  see  the  various  aspects 
of  Columbia's  work. 

Requests  for  additional  information  or 
scheduling  of  the  film  may  be  sent  to 
Steve  A.  Bacon,  Assistant  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 


cation  for  the  Synods  of  Georgia,  Texas 
and  Oklahoma.  Dr.  McMichael  will  be 
working  with  Professor  Riviere  in  Co- 
lumbia's Christian  Education  depart- 
ment and  also  helping  to  establish  new 
programs  of  laboratory  training  for  teach- 
ers and  other  Christian  Education  work- 
ers in  local  churches  and  to  develop 
the  new  S.T.D.  degree  program. 

Returning  to  Columbia's  faculty  as 
Visiting  Professor  of  Theology  is  Dean 
Benton  Kline  of  Agnes  Scott  College. 
Dean  Kline  held  a  similar  appointment 
during   1965-66. 

DR.  FUHRMANN  DIES 

Dr.  Paul  T.  Fuhrmann,  Professor  of 
Church  History,  died  on  August  19th. 
Dr.  Fuhrmann  had  been  on  the  faculty 
at  Columbia  since  1957.  His  death  was 
apparently  due  to  a  self-inflicted  gun- 
shot wound. 

Dr.  Fuhrmann  spent 
months  of  this  summer 
traveling  and  studying 
in  Europe.  He  returned 
to  this  country  about  2 
weeks  before  his  death. 

President  Richards 
spoke  for  all  of  the 
Seminary  community 
when  he  told  the  Board  of  Directors  that 
"Dr.  Fuhrmann  was  an  humble  and 
dedicated  Christian  and  a  brilliant 
scholar  in  the  field  of  Reformed  Theol- 
ogy. He  has  made  a  contribution  of  large 
importance  to  the  scholarship  of  the 
church  through  his  writings  and  through 
his  work  in  the  classroom. 

"In  spite  of,  or  perhaps  partly  because 
of,  his  personal  idiosyncrasies — which 
were  a  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  amuse- 
ment to  us  all — he  was  greatly  beloved 
and  appreciated  by  most  of  his  students. 
He  will  be  greatly  missed  on  the  campus 
and  all  of  our  lives  are  the  poorer  be- 
cause of  his  going  from  us." 

A  native  of  Turnin,  Italy,  he  had 
studied  at  the  Waldensian  Th&ological 
Seminary  in  Rome  and  the  Independent 
School  of  Theology  at  New  Chatel.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  and  earned 
his  Th.D.  and  Ph.D.  at  Drew  Univer- 
sity and  was  ordained  as  a  Congrega- 
tional minister  in  1944. 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


BOOKS 


Bouma,  Donald  H.  and  Hoffman,  James 
The    Dynamics    of    School    Integration: 

Problems  and  Approaches  in  a  Northern 
City  (Wm.  B.  Eerdmans  Publishing  Co., 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  1968)  Cloth, 
$3.95;  Paper,  $2.25. 

Operating  from  the  concerns  of  edu- 
cation and  sociology  respectively.  Pro- 
fessors Hoffman  and  Bouma  have  pro- 
vided in  this  brief  book  an  amazingly 
clear  and  penetrating  treatment  of  the 
problems  created  by  segregated  school- 
ing. The  focus  for  their  study  is  a  mid- 
dle sized  Midwestern  city,  Community 
X,  which  is  struggling  to  deal  with  the 
de  facto  segregation  of  the  races  in  its 
public  school  system.  The  struggle  pre- 
sented is  real  and  recognizable.  The  di- 
mensions of  the  problem  and  its  impli- 
cations for  the  whole  life  of  the  com- 
munity and  all  of  its  citizens  are  pre- 
sented with  compelling  urgency. 

The  authors  analyze  some  of  the  rea- 
sons why  Community  X  saw  and  actively 
confronted  this  problem.  They  describe 
citizen  reaction,  and  the  effectiveness  thus 
far  of  the  various  proposals.  Many  ele- 
ments of  the  situation  are  treated:  the 
school  administration,  the  teachers, 
parents,  children,  and  the  pressure  of 
Black  Power.  Particularly  impressive  is 
the  description  of  the  social  and  educa- 
tional effort  of  segregated  schooling  on 
the  self  concept  of  both  black  and  white 
students.  Helpful  suggestions  for  parents, 
teachers,  and  community  officials  seeking 
to  deal  creatively  with  this  problem  are 
offered  throughout  the  book.  Mark  this 
book  as  a  "must." 

— A.  Milton  Riviere 


Columbia  began  the  year  with  events  formal 
and  informal,  humorous  and  serious,  (see 
story  on  page  1).  Pictured  above  {top  row) 
are  Prof.  McDill  and  Chaplain  Chelette,  and 
Prof.  McKee  at  the  faculty  retreat;  and 
Prof.  Emeritus  Robinson  and  Prof.  Cartledge 
talking  with  Judge  Michael  Corr  at  the 
reception  following  the  opening  exercises. 
Second  row:  students  at  the  opening  recep- 
tion; Profs.  McMichael,  Kline  and  Guthrie 
at  the  retreat. 


Oxtoby,  Gurdon  C.  Biblical  Foundations 
For  Belief  and  Action  (The  Westminster 
Press,  Philadelphia.  139  pp.)  $2.25. 

This  paper-back  book  deals  with  some 
of  the  great  themes  of  Christian  doctrine 
in  simple,  readable  language.  Everyday, 
easily  understood  illustrations  are  used, 
although  a  few  are  somewhat  shop-worn. 
This  book  might  be  called  an  introduction 
to  Biblical  theology,  for  the  author  begins 
each  chapter  with  an  exegetical  examina- 
tion of  the  Biblical  teaching  concerning 
the  subject  he  is  concerning.  He  seeks 
to  make  the  doctrines  relevant  to  the 
present  day,  but  because  of  the  limitation 
of  space  this  effort  is  not  always  espe- 
cially specific.  The  author  takes  the  re- 
suits  of  critical  scholarship  seriously, 
but  he  does  not  belabor  the  point.  He 
examines  some  of  the  doctrines  from  an 
historical  point  of  view  and  seeks  to 
point  out  what  ways  of  expressing  Chris- 
tian doctrine  best  suit  our  own  time. 

In  this  year  of  study  in  the  Covenant 

Life    Curriculum    on    Christian    doctrine 

this  book  would  be  helpful  supplementary 

reading  for  teachers  and  students  alike. 

—J.  Will  Ormond 


Fuhrmann 

{Continued  from  Page  I  ) 

From  1948  until  1956  he  was  head  of 
the  department  of  the  History  of  Chris- 
tianity at  the  Gammon  Theological  Sem- 
inary, now  a  part  of  the  Interdenomina- 
tional Theological  Center.  In  1948  he 
was  named  as  associate  member  of  the 
Graduate  Religion  faculty  at  Emory 
University. 

Dr.  Fuhrmann  had  written  numerous 
books'  including  "God-Centered  Re- 
ligion" and  "Introduction  to  the  Great 
(reeds  of  the  Church."  He  also  trans- 
lated a  number  of  books  from  French 
into  English. 

Dr.  Fuhrmann  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Esther,  and  a  son,  Dr.  Joseph  Fuhr- 
mann, who  is  a  member  ol  the  faculty 
of  the  University  of  the  South  at 
Sewannee,  Tennessee. 

Gifts  received  in  memory  of  Dr.  Fuhr- 
man  are  being  used  to  permanently  estab- 
lish the  Paul  I.  Fuhrmann  Book  Prize 
in  Church  History.  This  award  will  be 
made  annually  to  a  student  showing  out- 
standing achievement  in  Church  History- 


1968-69   Student 
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In 

the  M.Div.  program 

Third   year 

37 

Interm   year 

4 

Second  year 

39 

First  year 

50 

130 

In 

the  Th.M.  program 

59 

Special  and  Auditing  students 

21 

To 

tal  student  body 

210 

Graduate  Has  Ministry 
To  Business  Men 

The  following  article  about  Columbia 
graduate  James  Daughdrill  appeared  re- 
cently in  the  Little  Rock  Arkansas 
Democrat. 

A  series  of  daily  devotional  cards 
sent  out  by  St.  An- 
drew's  Presbyterian 
Church  reminds  over 
200  businessmen  in  the 
Little  Rock  (Ark.) 
area  that  being  a  Chris- 
tian is  a  seven-day-a- 
week  job. 

A  packet  of  five 
cards  —  one  for  each 
day  of  the  business  week — arrives  at 
each  man's  place  of  business  on  Monday 
morning.  The  cards  all  carry  the  head- 
ing "My  Vocation  is  My  Ministry."  On 
one  side  is  a  prayer  or  devotional  read- 
ing especially  prepared  for  the  man  who 
faces  the  daily  frustrations  of  the  busi- 
ness world.  On  the  other  side  is  a  daily 
appointment  schedule. 

The  cards  are  prepared  by  Rev.  James 
H.  Daughdrill,  minister  of  St.  Andrew's 
Church.  The  preparation  of  the  cards 
grew  out  of  the  firm  conviction  of  Rev. 
Daughdrill  that  any  man's  vocation  can 
be  as  much  a  Christian  ministry  as  the 
work  of  the  parish  minister. 

"The  ultimate  defeat  of  racial  injustice 
and  man's  inhumanity  to  man  will  not  be 
realized  in  the  streets  or  in  the  churches 
but  among  individual  people  right  where 
they  live  and  work."  stated  Rev.  Daugh- 
drill. 

"The  ministry  of  the  church  cannot 
be  limited  to  'projects,' "  he  explained. 
"It  must  extend  to  the  daily  service  of 
people  on  their  every  day  work.  There 
There  will  be  no  fulfillment  if  people 
do  not  see  the  relevance  between  faith 
and  work.  My  Ministry  is  My  Vocation 
is  a  small  attempt  to  encourage  and  en- 
able the  great  potential  of  the  ministry 
of  the  layman  in  the  church. 

Financial  Assistance 
For  Graduate  Studies 

A  new  program  offering  financial  as- 
sistance to  younger  parish  ministers  who 
wish  to  engage  in  further  study  has  been 
announced  by  The  Fund  of  Theological 
Education,  Inc.  The  program  offers  fel- 
lowships based  on  actual  financial  need 
up  to  a  maximum  of  $6,000. 

This  new  commitment  of  financial 
resources  to  the  parish  ministry  has  been 
heralded  by  Columbia's  faculty  and  ad- 
ministration as  a  great  step  forward.  It 
seeks  to  encourage  and  enable  partici- 
pation in  programs,  such  as  Columbia's 
new  doctoral  program,  which  are  de- 
signed to  provide  additional  training  for 


Faculty  Profile  .  .  . 

Olof  Halvard  Lyon 

The  Reverend  O.  H.  Lyon,  dean  of 
students,  was  ordained  in  1961  after 
leaving  a  successful  business  career  to 
study  at  Columbia  Theological  Seminary. 
He  has  since  been  pastor  of  a  local 
church,  and  earned  the  Th.M.  degree 
from  Columbia. 

As  management  consultant  his  clients 
were  General  Motors,  Florida  Power 
and  Light,  and  Eastern  Airlines.  Today 
his  "clients"  are  students  and  former 
students.  He  enjoys  trying  to  help  them 
t  with  a  variety  of  problems. 

The  dean's  experience  as  pastor  in 
Montgomery,  W.  Va.,  convinced  him 
the  parish  ministry  is  still  one  of  the 
best  places  on  earth  to  serve  both  God 
and  man. 

"If  a  man  is  well-trained,  and  can 
work  patiently  and  creatively  with  his 
people,  he  will  find  uncommon  happiness 
and  satisfaction,"  the  dean  says,  "and 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  his  church  is  ad- 
vanced." 

He  also  believes  being  a  good  pastor 
is  a  prerequisite  to  being  what  he  terms 
a  "prophet"  in  the  many  controversial 
issues  facing  the  church. 

"There  is  always  the  pastor's  struggle 
to  maintain  his  integrity  in  the  fact  of 
environmental  religion,"  Dean  Lyon  said. 
Such  problems  are  often  discussed  with 
faculty  members,  including  the  dean, 
when  alumni  return  to  the  campus. 

I  By  trying  to  keep  abreast  of  problems 
typical  to  the  parish  ministry.  Dean  Lyon 
I  says  Columbia  hopes  to  do  a  better  job 
of  training  and  placing  those  studying 
for  the  ministry. 

"I  am  only  one  of  many  here  trying 
to  assist  our  students,"  he  said,  "but 
because  of  my  title,  I  am  often  the  first 
one  to  be  approached  by  a  new  student." 


"As  with  any  other  school,"  he  said, 
"some  have  little  or  no  problem  adjusting, 
while  others  are  still  in  the  process  of 
finding  themselves." 

Dean  Lyon  is  also  a  member  of  the 
teaching  faculty,  assisting  in  the  history, 
theology  and  philosophy  departments. 
His  master's  thesis  is  entitled,  "The  Ele- 
ment of  Subjectivity   In  Calvin." 

Although  a  native  of  Michigan  and 
one  of  two  minister  sons  of  the  Rev. 
Carl  Bernhard  Lyon  ( retired ) ,  a  Dis- 
ciples of  Christ  minister,  Dean  Lyon  re- 
ceived his  call  into  the  ministry  while  a 
member  of  Miami  Shores  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Florida.  His  pastor.  Dr.  J. 
Calvin  Rose,  asked  him  to  lead  an  adult 
study  group.  The  serious  reading  re- 
quired "turned  on  lights  all  over  the 
place,"  the  dean  remembers.  From  that 
moment  on  his  business  career  became 
increasingly  meaningless,  and  at  age  36 
he  made  plans  to  enter  Columbia  Semi- 
nary. 

The  Lyons'  married  daughter,  Sigrid 
(Mrs.  Eric  Swenson),  is  a  graduate  of 
Agnes  Scott  College,  and  their  son, 
Gregory,  is  a  junior  at  Florida  Presby- 
terian College. 

Dean  Lyon  and  his  wife,  Beatrice,  en- 
joy gardening  as  a  hobby  at  their  De- 
catur home. 


Alumni  News 

JAMES  G.  CLARK  (Th.M.  *67)  has 
been  appointed  chaplain  of  Emory  Uni- 
versity affiliated  hospitals  .  .  .  .DONALD 
M.  COVINGTON  (B.D.  '57)  has  re- 
ceived the  Army  Commendation  Medal 
(2nd  Oak  Leaf  Cluster)  in  ceremonies 
at  Ft.  McPherson,  Ga.  He  was  cited  for 
meritorious  service  while  assigned  as 
Assistant  Army  Chaplain,  Headquarters, 

men  and  women  planning  to  serve  in  a 
parish  ministry. 

Further  information  about  The  Parish 
Ministers  Fellowship  Program  can  be 
obtained  from  The  Fund  for  Theological 
Education.  Inc.,  163  Nassau  Street, 
Princeton,   N.  J.  08540. 


Third  U.S.  Army  from  September  '66  to 
July  '68.  He  is  now  at  the  Command  and 
General  Staff  College,  Ft.  Leavenworth, 
Kansas  ....  WILLIAM  D.  RUSSELL 
(B.D.  '63,  Th.M.  '65)  has  become  Chief 
Resident  Chaplain  at  Richmond  Me- 
morial Hospital  and  a  Visiting  Instructor 
in  the  Pastoral  Department  at  Union 
Seminary  for  the  1968-69  academic  year 
.  .  .  .  CHARLES  N.  FOSHEE  (B.D. 
'54)  will  serve  as  acting  head  of  the  re- 
ligion department  at  Marietta  College, 
Marietta,  Ohio  during  1968-69  .  .  .  . 
WILLIAM  M.  McINNIS  (B.D.  '35) 
received  his  second  award  of  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  Commendation  Medal  during 
his  retirement  ceremony  at  Keesler  AFB, 
Miss. 


The  following  review  of  Professor 
Shirley  Guthrie's  new  CLC  book  ap- 
peared in  the  October  2nd  and  9th  issues 
of  The  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian 
and  is  reprinted  with  permission. 

CHRISTIAN    DOCTRINE 

By  Shirley  C.  Guthrie,  Jr. 

This  hooK,  a  volume  of  the  Covenant 
Life  Curriculum  series,  was  written  by 
Shirley  C.  Guthrie,  Jr.,  professor  of  sys- 
tematic theology  at  Columbia  Theologi- 
cal Seminary.  Following  the  order  of  the 
Apostles'  Creed,  it  is  a  complete  syste- 
matic theology  dealing  with  "the  Method 
and  Task  of  Theology,"  "God  and  Man," 
"God  the  Father  and  Creation,"  "God  the 
Son  and  Reconciliation,"  and  "God  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  a  New  Life." 

Several  qualities  of  the  author's 
stance  come  to  light  in  the  introductory 
chapters. 

The  writer  has  a  passion  for  partici- 
pation on  the  part  of  his  readers.  A 
typical  statement  is,  "As  you  read  this 
chapter,  make  a  list  of  the  various  things 
you  need  to  keep  in  mind  in  order  to  go 
about  your  study  as  a  good  theologian" 
(p.  13).  Throughout  the  book,  points  are 
made  by  probing  personal  questions.  For 
example,  "Is  this  God  alive  for  me?" 
(p.  123).  The  use  of  short,  striking 
questions  for  all  chapter  headings  tend 
to  involve  the  reader.  Some  of  these  are: 
"Who  Says  So?";  "What  Does  God  Want 
With  Us?";  "Is  God  Against  Us?"  The 
questions  for  further  reflection  and 
study  at  the  end  of  each  chapter  chal- 
lenge the  reader  to  make  the  material 
relevant  to  his  own  life.  It  would  be  dif- 
ficult indeed  to  read  this  book  as  a  mere 
spectator.  Also,  an  earnest  effort  is 
made  to  get  the  reader  to  study  the  book 
critically.  "Your  task  is  not  to  learn  just 
what  I  think,  but  what  the  truth  is." 
(p.  19). 

The  author  has  a  deep  understanding 
of  the  world  today  and  makes  a  constant 
effort  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the 
Church  and  the  world.  A  typical  state- 
ment is,  ".  .  .  part  of  your  life  is  colored 
by  what  goes  on  in  the  Church  but  much 
of  it  is  also  colored  by  what  goes  on  in 
the  home,  banks,  supermarkets,  court- 
house and  movie  and  television  studios" 
(p.  14).  Again,  ".  .  .  (theology)  has  to 
bring  the  word  about  God  to  bear  not 
just  on  your  Church  life  but  on  your  life 
in  the  world"  (p.  24).  The  author  has 
taken  seriously  the  statement  of  Jesus 
that  the  Christian  life  is  to  be  lived  out 
in  the  world. 

In  the  manner  of  John  Calvin  and 
Karl  Barth,  Guthrie  has  a  most  modest 
approach  to  the  theological  task.  A  con- 
stant effort  is  made  to  be  fair  and  tol- 
erant. The  good  theologian  is  one  who  is 
"honest"  and  one  "who  recognizes  his 
own  limitations"  (p.  16).  Those  who  seek 
one  right  solution  to  every  single  prob- 


lem will  be  disappointed  with  this  book. 
Others,  like  the  reviewer,  will  appreciate 
the  author's  policy  of  describing  several 
possible  solutions,  suggesting  arguments 
for  and  against  each,  and  leaving  it  up 
to  the  reader  to  decide  (p.  171.  This  is 
not  an  easy  approach  but  it  is  a  whole- 
some one. 

This  is  most  certainly  a  Christian  ap- 
proach to  systematic  theology.  The  au- 
thor's purpose  in  writing  this  book  and 
the  reader's  task  in  studying  it  "is  to 
understand  the  truth  about  God,  man  and 
the  world  as  it  is  made  known,  believed 
and  experienced  in  (1)  Jesus  Christ, 
(2)  the  Bible,  (3)  the  Church"  (p.  20). 
The  author's  criteria  are  certainly 
Christian. 

The  author's  approach  is  strongly 
Christological.  "If  you  want  to  know 
what  God  is  like:  Look  at  Christ.  If  you 
want  to  know  what  real  humanity  is,  and 
how  you  can  live  a  genuinely  human 
life — look  at  Christ.  If  you  want  to  know 
what  God  is  doing  in  the  world  and  in 
your  individual  lives  look  at  Christ.  For 
Christian  theology  the  person  and  work 
of  Christ  is  the  key  to  all  truth  about 
God,  ourselves  and  the  world  we  live  in" 
(pp.  20-21).  Guthrie  exalts  Christ  in  the 
manner  of  the  tko  greatest  Reformed 
systematic  theologians  of  all,  John  Cal- 
vin and  Karl  Barth. 

Guthrie's  stance  is  strongly  scriptural, 
also.  "It  is  in  (the  Bible)  that  we  come 
to  know  the  person  who  stands  at  the 
center  of  the  Christian  faith.  The  whole 
of  the  Old  Testament  looks  forward  to 
him  and  is  fulfilled  in  him.  The  whole  of 
the  New  Testament  is  an  expression  of 
the  faith  that  in  him  is  hid  the  secret  of 
the  past,  present  and  future  not  only  of 
Christian  individuals  but  of  the  whole 
world  (pp.  21-22).  The  author  is  follow- 
ing in  the  footsteps  of  many  of  the  fin- 
est theologians  in  the  history  of  the 
Church  in  his  policy  of  reading  the  Bi- 
ble through  the  spectacles  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus  Himself  said,  "(The 
Scriptures)  are  they  which  testify  of 
me."  Martin  Luther  saw  the  Bible  as 
Christ's  "Cradle."  John  Calvin  consid- 
ered the  Bible  "a  dead  letter"  unless  it 
"exhibit  Christ  the  sun  of  righteousness." 
The  great  Reformation  thologians  of 
our  own  day  see  the  Bible  as  the  reliable 
witness  to  Jesus  Christ. 

This  book  sets  forth  a  strong  view  of 
the  Church,  too.  "As  soon  as  we  say 
Christian  theology  we  also  say  Church 
theology.  To  be  a  follower  of  Christ  has 
meant  from  the  very  beginning  to  join 
the  community  of  disciples  he  draws  to- 
gether around  Himself"  (p.  23).  The 
book  is  "Church  systematics"  from  a 
threefold  point  of  view — (1)  the  readers 
are  urged  to  listen  to  other  members  of 
their  study  group;  (2)  the  author  has 
been  strongly  influenced  by  the  great 
theologians  of  the  Church;  and,  (3)  the 
author   shows  a  proper   respect  for   the 


great  creeds  and  confessions  of  the 
Church.  Like  Karl  Barth,  Guthrie  could 
have  given  the  name  Church  Dogmatics 
to  his  work. 

The  book  is  meant  to  be  a  worldwide 
Christian  theology  written  from  a  Re- 
formed point  of  view.  In  the  author's 
own  words,  "In  following  the  Apostles' 
Creed,  I  have  tried  to  write  not  just  Re- 
formed theology,  but  ecumenical  (world- 
wide) Christian  theology — from  a  Re- 
formed point  of  view"  (p.  25).  The 
worldwide  Christian  truths  expressed  in 
the  Apostles'  Creed  are  set  forth  by  an 
author  who  is  especially  guided  by  "the 
creeds  and  confessions  of  the  Reformed- 
Presbyterian  Churches"  (p.  24).  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  author  is  not  a 
slave  to  any  one  creed.  He  is  realistic  in 
his  recognition  that  "there  is  no  one  au- 
thoritative statement  of  faith  to  which 
all  Reformed  Churches  subscribe"  (p.25). 
While  showing  a  high  respect  for  Re- 
formed creeds  and  confessions,  Guthrie 
does  not  hesitate  to  take  issue  with  a 
creedal  statement  if  he  feels  the  state- 
ment does  not  agree  with  Scripture.  "All 
creeds  are — subject  to  the  correction  of 
the  higher  authority  of  the  Word  of  God 
Himself — and  therefore  to  the  authority 
of  Scripture"  (p.  34). 

The  reviewer  made  a  rather  careful 
study  of  the  author's  sources.  Time  was 
taken  to  list  each  source  quoted  or  men- 
tioned in  the  first  five  chapters  of  the 
book.  The  Bible  stands  out  as  the  main 
source.  In  the  first  five  chapters,  there 
are  100  Biblical  references  (85  from  the 
New  Testament  and  15  from  the  Old 
Testament)  and  only  31  references  to 
non-Biblical  sources.  ... 
This  detailed  study  leads  to  the  follow- 
ing conclusions  about  the  book's  sources. 
The  author  has  been  mainly  influenced 
by  the  Holy  Scriptures.  He  has  been 
substantially  influenced  by  John  Calvin, 
Reformed  Creeds  of  the  16th  and  17th 
centuries,  contemporary  creedal  state- 
ments like  the  Barmen  Declaration,  and 
contemporary  Neo-Reformation  theolo- 
gians, particularly  Karl  Barth. 

The  author's  relationship  to  Karl 
Barth  is  worthy  of  special  note.  While 
frankly  admitting  strong  dependence  on 
his  former  teacher  on  the  subject  of  elec- 
tion and  many  other  subjects,  Guthrie 
cannot  in  fairness  be  called  a  slave  of 
Barth.  For  example,  Guthrie,  unlike 
Barth,  is  willing  to  talk  seriously  about 
man's  natural  knowledge  of  God  (Chap- 
ter 3). 

The  author's  style  stands  out  as  one  of 
the  finest  things  of  all  about  this  fine 
book.  The  sentences  are  short  and  strik- 
ing; the  language  is  clear.  Technical  ter- 
minology is  avoided  as  much  as  possible. 
When  a  technical  term  is  used  it  is  de- 
scribed or  defined  in  a  very  clear,  con- 
cise manner.  It  is  a  refreshing  experi- 
ence to  read  a  book  and  to  have  the  feel- 
ing that  you  know  what   the  author  is 


trying  to  say.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  other 
authors  will  attempt  to  write  theology 
that  can  be  understood  by  the  laymen  of 
the  Church. 

Frankly,  it  has  been  difficult  to  find 
anything  about  this  book  with  which  to 
find   fault.     Two  slight  defects  may  be 
noted.  On  a  few  occasions,  the  author  is 
prone  to  overstate  what  he  is  trying  to 
say.   For  example,  "In  the  Bible,  where 
we  learn  about  the  self-revealing  God,  'to 
know'  God  does  not  mean  to  know  about 
God,  to  believe  intellectually  and  grasp 
rationally  that  there  is  a   God,  to  have 
information    about    Him    and    His    will" 
(p.    73).      It   would   be   more   correct   to 
say  that  knowledge  of  God  in  the  Bible 
is  not    primarily   an    intellectual    knowl- 
edge. That  the  Bible  gives  some  informa- 
tion about  God  and  His  will  seems  to  be 
obvious.  Also,  in  a  few  cases,  the  review- 
er, who  has  engaged  for  many  years  in 
the  study  of  John  Calvin,  had  the  feeling 
that  the  author  did  not  give  Calvin  an 
adequate  hearing.  This  is  especially  true 
in  the  chapter  on  predestination.  Calvin's 
treatment  of  predestination,  in  spite  of 
the  difficulties  of  his  double  predestina- 
tion approach,  is  much  more  modest  and 
much   more   Christological  than   the  au- 
thor seems  to  recognize.  Unlike  the  au- 
thor who  magnifies  what  Calvin  has  to 
say  about  the  reprobate,  Wilhelm  Niesel, 
one    of    the    best    contemporary    Calvin 
scholars,  says,  "Calvin  .  .  .  says  very  lit- 
tle about  the  damned.  He  keeps  strictly 
to  what  the  Bible  teaches  on  the  subject." 
(The   Theology   of  Calvin,  Westminster, 
1956,   p.    167).    Unlike   the   author   who 
virtually  overlooks  the  Christological  as- 
pects of  Calvin's  teaching  on  predestina- 
tion, Francois  Wendell,  another  excellent 
contemporary  Calvin  scholar,  says,  "It  is 
in  the  fact  that  election  is  founded  upon 
Christ  that  (Calvin)   finds  assurance  of 
the   certitude   of   salvation.    Communion 
with   Christ   ought   to   relieve   us   of  all 
doubt  on  that  point:   it  is  the  proof  of 
our  election."    (Calvin:   The  Origins  and 
Development   of  His  Religious   Thought, 
Harper  &  Row,  1963,  p.  274). 

All  in  all,  this  is  an  excellent  contem- 
porary treatment  of  systematic  theolo- 
gy. It  seems  safe  to  say  that  it  will 
prove  to  be  one  of  the  finest  volumes  of 
the  entire  Covenant  Life  Curriculum 
series. 

The  reviewer  commends  this  volume 
highly  to  the  ministers  and  laymen  of  the 
Associate  Reformed  Pesbyterian 
Church. 

L.  M.  Allison, 

Erskine  Theological  Seminary, 


Prof s  to  Attend  Convocation  Student  Works  With  Singles 


CTS  theology  professors,  Dr.  Felix  B 
Gear  and  Dr.  Shirley  C.  Guthrie,  will 
participate  in  a  nation-wide  Convocation 
on  "The  Church  and  Violence  in  the  Na- 
tion" sponsored  by  the  Interdenomina- 
tional Theological  Center,  Atlanta.  It 
will  be  held  in  March,  1969. 

The  aim  of  the  Convocation  is  to  help 
churches  and  individual  Christians  think 
through  the  relationship  of  Christianity 
to  violence  and  to  formulate  practical 
solutions  to  the  crisis  of  uprisings  in  the 
nation. 

The  Convocation  will  be  attended  by 
200  leading  churchmen. 

College  Students  Coming 

Columbia's  annual  conference  for  col- 
lege students  is  scheduled  for  January 
31 -February  2,  1969.  James  T.  Rich- 
ardson, Director  of  Admissions,  is  co- 
ordinating the  planning  for  the  the  week- 
end. 

The  conference  provides  college  stu- 
dents an  opportunity  to  visit  the  semi- 
nary and  meet  faculty  members  and  stu- 
dents. A  planned  program  enables  col- 
lege visitors  to  join  with  the  seminary 
community  in  study  and  discussion. 

Students  attending  the  conference  are 
guests  of  the  seminary.  Registration  will 
be  limited.  Detailed  information  about 
the  week-end  will  be  distributed  to 
pastors  and  campus  ministers. 


When  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Orlando,  Florida  decided  to  operate  a 
summer  coffee  house  for  single  young 
adults,  CTS  senior  Carl  Schlich  was  em- 
ployed as  organizer. 

About  50  young  adults  dropped  in  the 
first  night  at  "The  Key,"  in  the  church's 
educational  building.  By  the  end  of  the 
second  week,  more  than  100  were  drop- 
ping in  regularly. 

Then,  following  some  excellent  local 
newspaper  writeups,  it  was  "Katy  bar 
the  door,"  as  some  260  persons  packed 
the  establishment  on  Tuesday,  Thursday, 
Friday  and  Saturday  evenings,  from  8:00 
until  12:30  p.m.  About  12  per  cent  of 
the  crowd  came  from  the  church.  A 
nucleus  from  the  church's  Town  and 
Country  Sunday  School  class  helped  get 
things  going,  and  learned  to  enjoy  serv- 
ing other,  "just  for  the  fun  of  it." 

Why  did  they  come?  To  meet  others. 
It  was  the  old  thing  about  people  being 
lonely  in  the  city.  What  did  they  talk 
about?  The  war,  school,  careers,  death 
and  life  after  death,  and  sex. 

Persons  interested  in  attending  the 
conference  or  any  pastor  or  adult  leader 
desiring  additional  information  should 
write  to  James  T.  Richardson,  Director 
of  Admissions,  Columbia  Seminary,  De- 
catur, Georgia  30031. 
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Schlich,  center,  and  young  adults  at  "The  Key." 
The  fact  that  a  church — a  Christian 
church — gave  them  the  opportunity, 
seemed  to  say  something  important  for 
Christianity.  The  project  had  the  full 
backing  of  the  church's  session. 

What  about  food  and  entertainment? 
A  50  cent  admission  covered  free  pop- 
corn and  several  top-notch,  paid  folk 
singers.  Some  entertainment  was  volun- 
teered. For  a  dime  you  could  get  soft 
drinks  or  any  one  of  several  kinds  of  hot 
or  cold  tea  and  coffee.  Some  even  came 
to  study,  read  or  write. 

Schlich  said  the  volunteer  staff  or  nu- 
cleus received  the  greatest  compensation, 
working  as  the  "In  Group,"  without  pay 
or  remuneration  of  any  kind.  One  com- 
mented, "I've  been  a  member  of  this 
church  all  my  life,  but  this  is  the  first 
time  I've  felt  really  involved  in  any- 
thing." 

Another  said,  "For  the  first  time  in 
my  life,  I  feel  I'm  worth  something." 

Idea  for  the  project  came  from  the 
Rev.  Charles  Frissel,  minister  of  Chris- 
tian education.  Dr.  Howard  Chadwick  is 
the  church's  senior  minister. 

Schlich,  30  year  old  ex-Navy  officer, 
and  graduate  of  Troy  (Ala.)  State  Teach- 
ers College,  says  his  two  years  of  semi- 
nary work  qualified  him  uniquely  for 
the  summer  job. 

"Seminary  has  taught  me  how  to  re- 
late to  other  persons;  to  see  things  better 
from  their  point  of  view,"  he  said. 
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